Fish tales: Canley Heights Fresh
Seafood’s Lena Vo (inset, left) and
produce from the Sieu Thi Hang Fat
supermarket (inset, above)
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Erskineville is revealing its artistic
side, writes Melissa Matheson

HESIDENTS of Erckineville woke up this mornmg to find their
suburh has become amakeshift art gallery, with i i
and live performances transforming their streets as part of
the Tiny Stadiums Festival. But not all the works are confined
to the streets. In fact, participants don't even have to get out
of bed to expenence Lucas [hlenes art.

Curator Mish Grigor has helped bring together a collection
of artists who really hit home with their messages.

“Lucas Thlene has been working with University of Wollengong
students and they created a series of soundscapes,” she says.
“You register online and they will call vau on your phone in the
marring and wake you with one of these soundscapes.

*“It's like little performances that happenin bedrooms
all around Erskineville.”

At the other end of the spectrum, artist Dan Koop will deliver
postcards with hand-written messages as part of the festival.

Participants can leave a message with Koop and he wall pass
iton, like a carrier pigean, but without the ability to fly.

“It's almost like a telegram,” Grigor says. “[ts really old-
fashioned delivery on foot. They're all these lovely little ideas™

The festival, in its fourth year, is run by the PACT centre for
emerging artists in Erskineville,
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Big expectations: Tiny Stadium Festival’s Lucas Ihlein, Mish Grigor
and James Hallihan In Erskineville  Picture: John Fotiadis

Since the outset organisers have seen Tiny Stadiums expand
with the backing of the City OFf Sydney. -

“We were running 2 whole bunch of programs in ;ndarwnd
PACT already,” Grigor says. “It didn’t really feel like it had a
home in 4 gallery. This year we just loukegl nto what artists
are doing at the moment and asked 15 artists if they would be
interested in being in the festival. i

“They're work}:_ that fall loosely under the banner of live
and/or street performance. S =)

But the reai’:{ar of the show 1s Erskineville gsdf

“There's something nice about Erskineville,” Grigor savs.
“It’s very close to the city but because it's J0Um away from
Newtown; it is like a little village. T_‘hene’s Just mﬁ'l.lm
about it: it's a lovely little pocket of the Sydney area

& Tiny Stadiums Festival, various locations in Erskineville
including PACT, 107 Railway Pde, Erskineville; today and
tomorrow, free five art Tam-3pm, some events at PACT are

ticketed, including a double bill of Nat Randail's Cheer Up Kid
and Applesplel’s Executive Stress/Corporate Reireat, today
and tomorrow 7pm, $25, pact.net.an
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